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Minutes of a meeting of the SPALDING TOWN FORUM held in the Meeting Room 1, 
Council Offices, Priory Road, Spalding, on Wednesday, 12 July 2017 at 6.30 pm.

PRESENT

Councillors:

J D McLean (Chairman)
G R Aley (Vice-Chairman)
D Ashby
R Gambba-Jones
C J Lawton
A M Newton
P A Williams
H Drury

Community Representatives: John Honnor (Spalding and District Civic Society)

In Attendance:  Democratic Services Officer

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Gary Taylor and Graham Dark, 
Roger Perkins, George Scott from Spalding Transport Forum and Pastor Kevin Taylor 
from South Holland Community Church.

1. MINUTES 

The minutes of the previous meeting held on 9 March 2017 were signed as a correct 
record.

2. DECLARATION OF INTERESTS. 

Councillor Harry Drury declared an interest in agenda item 4 as he had been elected 
as the Chairman of South Holland Scouts Association. 

3. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE LAST MINUTES. 

There were no matters arising from the minutes of the meeting held on 8 March 
2017.

4. MONKSHOUSE SCOUTS, GUIDES HEADQUARTERS 

Councillor Newton had written to Richard Knock at CSU regarding ownership of the 
car park area and who was responsible for maintaining it. He could not clarify the 
ownership but did not think it belonged to SHDC. The pot holes however had been 
filled in and the area tidied up, so was looking better, though Councillor Newton did 
not know who had done it.

Councillor Gambba-Jones suggested contacting Emily Spicer, Environmental 
Services Manager, and the Asset team to confirm ownership of that particular strip of 
land.
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Councillor Newton was having a meeting with Andy Wharf at Lincolnshire County 
Council regarding other matters so would discuss this too.

5. BT PHONE BOX ADOPTION 

Councillor Drury had taken the lead on this item and outlined his progress so far:

 Made contact with Richard Pettit, restoration expert from Fen End Lane, 
quoted £720 to restore it.

 Contacted A1 Transport regarding moving the phone box to restoration 
business but not had a reply as yet.

 Looked into possible options of use – art gallery, defibrillator, historic tourist 
information point – this can be decided at a later date.

 Ongoing costs – Looking into preparing a five year costing plan (including 
adoption, insurance, maintenance, disposal costs if all else fails), to go 
towards producing a report to put to Cabinet.

Councillor Williams referred to an old phone box he had disposed of to the restoration 
firm and that he sold it for more money than it was going to cost to refurbish the one 
under discussion, therefore a considerable profit was highly likely.

Councillor Sneath had spoken to Julia Knight at the recent Heritage Forum and she 
was very keen to assist and had images at Ayscoughfee that could be used should 
the Forum decide to go down the Historic Tourist Information Point route.

John Honnor stated that he was encouraged and pleased with the efforts made so 
far.

Councillor Drury may have found sponsorship for the ongoing costs, but this was not 
for definite. Councillor Gambba-Jones suggested caution until anything definite in 
place.  

The question was raised whether it was listed? Councillor Drury confirmed he would 
check this. 

The Chairman had some information regarding adoption of phone boxes and the 
procedures, he would forward this to Councillors Drury and Gambba-Jones.

6. GRASS CUTTING 

Councillor Gambba-Jones explained that a Portfolio Holder Decision had been made 
to use money from the Spalding Special Expenses Contingency Fund - enough to 
cover the grass cutting schedule for the rest of this season. (7 cuts plus the extra that 
the District cuts usually, totalling 10 cuts)

This was expected to be an ongoing issue in years to come as Lincolnshire County 
Council had much bigger problems with budget cuts therefore couldn’t see 
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grasscutting being restored to what it was. It was suggested that South Holland 
District Council factor this into Spalding Special Expenses for the forseeable future. 
The County Council were supposed to be starting their safety cuts on the 10th July 
and the District would take this over after then, on a 15 day cut cycle.

Councillors Newton and Lawton both stated they had had communications  from 
residents saying they’d be happy to contribute extra in their Council tax to cover costs 
in the future to keep their town tidy. It was agreed that this needed to be taken into 
account when budgets were set next year.

7. CHRISTMAS EVENTS STEERING GROUP 

The Chairman gave an update, stating that the biggest issue was funding.

The idea was to have the support of the business community, stallholders and 
residents.

Initially there was a lot of interest but it had since dwindled.

The Chairman stated that they needed to get people back on board. 

Councillor Drury questioned what funding was available, the Chairman believed 
surplus costs could be picked up by members budgets. He estimated costs of 
between 2k to 3k to put on, covering acts, performers and event management.

Previous events had been co-ordinated by various different bodies in the past, 
including Chamber of Commerce and Town Centre Manager.

The Chairman asked that people got involved and try and drum up as much interest 
as possible to make the event a success.

8. ANY OTHER ITEMS WHICH THE CHAIRMAN DECIDES ARE URGENT 

It was acknowledged that the forum had been informed that a previous active 
productive member of the forum was suffering from a serious illness. It was the 
forum’s intention to officially acknowledge the work that he did at a future meeting. 

9. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING 

The next meeting of the Spalding Town Forum is scheduled to take place on 13th 
Sept 2017 in Meeting Room 1 commencing at 6.30pm.

(The meeting ended at 7.35 pm)

(End of minutes)


